Tactical Terminology

T actical operations are among
the most confusing of all situa-
tions encountered by law
enforcement. All actions take place in
an atmosphere of uncertainty. Infor-
mation is always incomplete and may
even be conflicting. Because of this,
doubt and uncertainty pervade these
situations. There is always a lack of
knowledge related to the suspect, ter-
rain, weather, innocent bystanders,
even assisting law enforcement per-
sonnel. This uncertainty requires a
commander to make decisions based
upon probabilities for which he or she
is always lacking accurate and timely
data, and for which the consequences
of failure can be devastating. This is
one of the most pervasive attributes
of these types of operations and
results in a condition called “fog.”
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(Fog and Friction)

Aggravating the lack of good intelli-
gence is the uncontrollable element of
chance. “Chance consists of turns of
events that cannot reasonably be fore-
seen and over which we have no con-
trol.”! The myriad of uncontrollable
factors, accompanied by the inherent
risk in trying to control them, and com-
pounded with the element of chance,
creates a condition called “friction.”
Friction is the force that resists all
action. It makes the simple difficult
and the difficult seemingly impossi-
ble.” Friction may be psychological, as
when a commander becomes over-
whelmed by the amount of risk, or
when chance favors a suspect. It is
often self-induced, as when a comman-
der suffers from indecision, fear of fail-
ure, or lack of a clearly defined goal.
Friction can also be physical, as when

the suspect succeeds in some endeavor
or the commander encounters an
obstacle. Only a commander who has
experienced the disappointment and
frustration of trying to read in dark-
ness or rain, or in attempting to control
a situation with a broken radio, can
appreciate the impact that physical
obstacles have on emotional feelings
and mental attitude. Thus, friction will
always have a psychological as well as
a physical impact. Like fog, friction is
present in every tactical encounter.

‘Warfighting, FMFM-1, Department of
the Navy, Headquarters United States
Marine Corps, Washington, D.C. 20380-
0001, p. 7.

“ibid. p.4.
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Leupold offers six technically-advanced tac-

tical scopes to help you see the bad guys.

Each model features Multicoat4,” the mult-
layer lens coating on all internal and external
glass surfaces that maximizes light transmis-
sion. The Leupold Full Lifetime Guarantee war-
rants these scopes to be waterproof, and as

rugged as the
street itself,

Vari-X® 111 3.5x10
or new

3.5x10-50mm Tactical

Mark 4™ M3-10X
or M3-6X

Mark 4™ MI-10X
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The Mark 4 M1-10X and M1-16X benefited

The Vari-X 11 3.5x10 and the new 3.5x10-

by input from elite units of the Armed Forces.
Resulting in features like over-sized adjust-
ments, audible/tactile feedback from the %-
minute clickstops, an anti-backlash system for
repeatable accuracy, and the ability to adjust
out parallax (from 15 yds. to infinity) while in a
shooting position...with your eye on the target,
The Mark 4 M3-10X and the new Mark 4
M3-6X have the same parallax capabili-
ty. But they're distinguished by a bullet a range estimator,
drop compensator (for popular cal-
ibers) in increments from 100m to
1,000m, The 6X version is
ideal for close-in
urban settings.

Mark 4™ M1-16X
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50mm are regarded by many agencies as the
ultimate tactical scopes. Lower powers with a
wide field-of-view perform well in tight urban
situations. Higher powers o

with better target ;
definition excel
in wide-open,
long distance scen-

. ’ LaserLight™ *
arios. Both versions have

Laser Sighting
System
Write or call for our free Law Enforcement
catalog. It details all six scopes, as well as
Leupold binoculars and spotting scopes that
have tactical applications. The catalog also
describes our new LaserLight™ laser sighting
system for handguns: To our knowledge, the
smallest self-contained laser device available,
Leupold.
How the good guys see the bad guys.
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